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TO  THE 


Towrii  coaNcm  6f  bkwdley. 


Bevvdley, 

January  27th,  1908. 


Gentlemen, 

Death  Rate.  During  the  year  1907  there  have  been  55  Deaths 
registered  in  the  Borough,  which  gives  a death  rate  of 
19'39  per  1,000  of  the  population. 

Of  these  there  were 


under  1 

year 

4 

Between  1 year  and  5 

years 

5 

,,  5 ,,  1 0 

)) 

2 

„ 15  „ 25 

2 

,,  25  ,,  6o 

21 

Over  65 

»> 

21 

55 

This  is  an  unusually  high  death  rate,  the  highest  for 
the  last  ten  years,  the  average  rate  for  which  is  15-22. 
When  however  the  ages  at  which  the  Deaths  took  place 
are  considered,  this  high  rate  is  not  so  unsatisfactory 
as  at  first  appears.  Of  the  55  deaths  registered,  21,  or 
considerably  oyer  one  third,  were  over  70  years  of  age, 
and  of  these  six  were  over  80. 

This  seems  so  remarkable  that  I have  gone  into 
the  ages  of  deaths  during  the  last  ten  years,  and  I find 
that  during  that  time  one  death  in  every  four  was  at 
over  70  years  of  age,  and  one  in  every  ten  at  over  80, 
which  points  to  a remarkable  longevity  in  the  popula- 
tion. 


Infant  It  is  also  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  there  were 

Mortality  only  four  deaths  of  children  under  1 year  of  age,  which 
gives  an  Infant  mortality  rate  of  67  per  DOOO*’ children 
born.  This  is  very  much  below  the  average  rate,  which 


4 


is  129  for  the  last  ten  years,  and  is  all  the  more  satis- 
factory when  the  extreme  severity  of  the  weather  and 
the  consequent  scarcity  of  employment  among  the 
• working  classes  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  aie  taken 
into  consideration. 

"th  Rate  There  were  only  59  Births  registered  during  the 

year,  which  gives  a rate  of  20-58  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

This  is  very  much  below  the  average,  which  is  26-16 
per  1,000  for  the  last  ten  years. 

Infectious  There  were  a great  many  cases  of  Influenza 

Diseases.  qpgt;  two  months  of  the  year,  but  it  was  of  a 

mild  type,  and  no  deaths  were  attributed  to  it. 

There  was  a certain  amount  of  Whooping  Cough 
in  the  Spring  and  early  Summer,  three  deaths  being 
attributed  to  that  cause,  and  also  a good  many  cases  of 
Mumps,  but  neither  disease  spread  to  the  extent  of  a 
serious  epidemic. 

There  were  five  cases  of  Erysipelas  notified  during 
the  year,  and  seven  of  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  latter  were  all  isolated  at  home,  and  in  no 
instance  was  any  other  case  traced  to  infection  from 
any  of  them. 


Water.  There  are  now  599  houses  supplied  with  the  town 

water,  an  increase  of  6 on  last  year,  leaving  42  which 
have  not  the  advantage  of  the  supply. 

Under  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act 
AccOtmmoda-  many  defects  in  sanitation  of  a minor  nature  have  been 
dealt  with,  but  no  serious  case  has  arisen. 

The  insanitary  midden  closets  in  High  Street, 
which  I mentioned  in  my  last  Annual  Report  have,  with 
one  exception,  been  done  away  with,  and  either  water  or 
pan  closets  substituted. 


o 


New  Houses. 


Drainage. 


Excrement 
Disposal  and 
Scavenging. 


House  to 
House  Inspec- 
tion. 

Burial 

Ground. 


Mortuary. 


One  new  house  has  been  built  during  the  year,  but, 
as  its  structure  does  not  conform  to  the  Bye-laws,  your 
Committee  has  not  allowed  it  to  be  inhabited  till  the 
necessary  alterations  have  been  made. 

Remains  as  before. 

The  question  of  the  disposal  of  the  house  refuse  is 
still  not  satisfactorily  settled  and  will  soon  become  an 
urgent  one,  as  the  accommodation  at  the  old  tip  is 
exhausted  and  no  permanent  new  site  has  been  so  far 
found. 

I should  like  to  call  the  attention  of  the  Council  to 
the  unsatisfactory  manner  in  which  the  ashes  are 
removed  from  the  houses  where  there  is  no  proper  ash 
pit. 


In  these  cases  the  ashes  and  house  refuse  are  put  out 
m the  street  once  a week  to  be  collected  by  the  Corpora- 
tion cart,  and  may  be  left  there  for  some  time  before 
they  can  be  removed. 

In  many  cases  the  receptacles  used  for  this  pur- 
pose ai  e by  no  means  suited  to  it,  consisting  as  they 
often  do  of  old  boxes  or  baskets  with  no  lids  and  broken 
bottoms,  out  of  which  the  refuse  falls  or  blows  and  is 
scattei  ed  on  the  streets  in  a most  objectionable  manner. 

I would  suggest  that,  where  there  is  no  proper  ash 
pit,  proper  portable  covered  ash  bins  should  be 
provided  for  this  purpose. 


This  is  systematically  carried  out. 

In  a satisfactory  condition. 

I must  congratulate  the  Council  on  the  most 
excellent  and  well  appointed  Mortuary  which  has  lately 
been  provided,  the  need  of  which  has  long  been  felt  in 

the  District,  and  frequently  commented  on  by  Coroners 
in  the  past. 
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Canal  Boats. 
Bake-houses. 

Slaughter 

Houses. 


Dairies.  Cow- 
sheds and 
Milkshops. 

■ Offensive 
Trades. 


Sale  of  Food 
& Drugs  Act. 

Food  Unfit  for 
Human 
Consumption. 

River 

Pollution. 


Industries. 


Vans&  Tents. 


Factories  and 
Workshops. 


Speciai 

Reports. 


Regularly  inspected  and  found  satisfactory. 

Regularly  inspected  and  in  a satisfactory  condition. 

These  are  all  now  supplied  with  the  town  water, 
which  tends  to  increased  cleanliness,  but  the  structure 
and  situation  of  most  of  them  is  by  no  means  satis- 
factory. 

In  a satisfactory  condition. 

None. 

No  case. 

No  case  has  arisen. 

Remains  as  before. 

Agriculture,  Timber  Trade,  Horn  Manufacture, 
Brassfounding,  Tanning,  Brewing,  and  Basket  Making. 

In  addition  to  which  a large  part  of  the  population 
work  in  the  factories  of  Kidderminster  and  Stourport. 

Regularly  inspected  at  Fairs  and  other  times  when 
any  come  into  the  town. 

Under  the  Act  of  1901,  33  inspections  of  Work- 
shops have  been  made,  and  three  defects  in  sanitation 
found  and  remedied. 

None  have  been  made. 

1 remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

U.  W.  N.  MILES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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* Rates  calculated  per  1,000  of  estimated  population. 

Total  population  at  all  ages,  2,866.  Number  of  inhabited  houses,  672.  Average  number  of  persons 
per  house,  4,  at  census  of  1901.  Area  of  District  in  acres  (exclusive  of  area  covered  by  water)  2070. 


TABLE  111. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during 
the  Year  1907. 


Notifiable  Disease. 

At  all 
Ages. 

At  Ages — Years. 

1 to  5 

5 to  15 

i 

15  to  25 

25  to  65 

Erysipelas 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

5 

7 

3 

3 

1 

5 

— 

Totals 

1 12 

1 

1 

! 3 

3 

1 

i 

1 

5 

Isolation  Hospital  at  Kidderminster. 


TABLE  IV. 

Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1907. 


Causes  oe  Death. 

All 

Ages. 

Under 
1 year. 

: 1 and 
jiinder 

5 and 
under 

1 5 

1 

1 

15  anc 
under 
25 

25  and  65  and 
under  up- 

65  wards 

1 

i 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

1 

. 1 

1 

Whooping-cough 

3 

1 3 

Diarrhoea 

: 1 

1 

1 

Enteritis 

1 

' 3 

2 

1 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonaiy 

Tuberculosis) 

5 

2 

2 

1 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

3 

2 

1 

Bronchitis 

6 

2 

1 

1 

2 

Pleurisy 

1 

i 

1 

Other  diseases  of  Res- 

piratory  organs 

I 

1 

Premature  birth  '... 

1 

1 

Diseases  and  accidents 

1 

of  parturition  ...; 

I 

1 

Heart  Diseases 

11 

1 

7 ' 

4 

Accidents 

2 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

All  other  causes  ...j 

21  ; 

2 

1 

1 

5 : 

14 

i 

All  causes  ...i 

1 

1 

60 

i 

4 ' 

1 

1 

1 

7 i 

2 

2 

i 

21 

24 

TABLE  V. 


Infantile  Mortality  During  the  Year  1907. 


Cause  of  Death. 

1 Under  1 Week. 

1 

Total  under 

1 Month. 

1 — 2 Months. 

4 — 5 Months. 

8 — 9 Months. 

Total  Deaths 

under  one  Year. 

All  Causes 

1 

1 

1 

> 

1 

4 

Diarrhoea,  all  forms  ... 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

1 

1 

1 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

Births  in  the  Year  : Legitimate,  57  ; Illegitimate,  2. 
Deaths  in  the  Year : ditto  4 ; ditto  nil. 
Population  (estimated  to  middle  of  1907)  2866. 
Deaths  from  all  causes  at  all  ages,  55. 


